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Religious groups are being torn apart in 
debates over morals.  Church after church 
has taken up the debate about what is right 
and what is wrong, with church leaders 
feuding over the definitions and religious 
splits following in the wake of decisions 
rendered. 

With the emphasis on toleration, things 
that were once considered wrong by a ma-
jority are no longer considered wrong.  
People tremble in fear of offending some 
person or some group.  Religious leaders 
are being blown every which way by 
whatever group can make the most noise. 

Morals are about conduct that is right or 
wrong.  In every society there have been 
morals, standards that people were ex-
pected to follow.  And there have always 
been people who did not follow the stan-
dards; people who did not care what oth-
ers said about right and wrong. 

What we are seeing today is a movement 
away from considering any activity as 
wrong.  In a society that believes in toler-
ating everything and judging nothing, 
there cannot be a standard of conduct that 
says some particular activity is wrong.  
The end result will be religion without 
morals!  This will happen when we be-
come a society without morals. 

But, someone objects, things will never be 
carried that far.  Murder, for example, will 
never be accepted as moral conduct.  Oh!  
We have accepted murder of unborn in-
fants.  Other countries have accepted mur-
der of older people who are no longer 
considered useful to society.  Under the 

innocent sounding name of “eugenics” 
all sorts of atrocities have been commit-
ted against people who were not judged 
worthy to live.  Nazi Germany furnishes 
us with an example.  Eugenics has been 
practiced in this country as well.  Al-
though it has only gone so far as to steril-
ize certain people, so that they could not 
have children, there continue to be peo-
ple who contend that we need to carry 
the concept further. 

Consider, also, how the word “sick” is 
often applied to people whose behavior 
has been unacceptable.  If they are “sick” 
then they are not responsible for their 
bad behavior.  It is due to some cause 
that they were powerless to resist.  While 
the word “sick” is not being used to de-
scribe the behavior, there are those who 
justify homosexual conduct as conduct 
that they are powerless to prevent.  They 
claim that they are “born” that way. 

This may easily be extended to other 
types of behavior in the future.  People 
might simply justify their actions by 
pointing to some “genetic cause.”  There 
are always those willing to do a “study” 
that will substantiate whatever the re-
searcher wants to prove. 

Sinners almost always try to justify their 
behavior.  That is just the way people 
are.  King Saul, in the Bible, was sent on 
a mission by God.  Returning from the 
mission, he was confronted by the 
prophet, Samuel.  Saul had not carried 
out the mission as prescribed by God.  
Instead of admitting that he was wrong, 
he sought another way out.  He first 

Volume 1 Issue 10 

October, 2006 

Straight Bible Talk 
Manchester  Church of  Chr is t ,  Share Chr is t ’s  Love and Share His  Message 

Editor/Writer – Steve Bastin 
E-mail – mancchrist@snet.net 
manchesterchurchofchrist.org 

Manchester 
Church of Christ 

Meeting at 
595 Tolland Turnpike 

Sun Bible Classes—9 AM 
Sun Worship—10 AM 

Sun Eve Worship—6:00 PM 
Wed Bible Class—7:00 PM 

 
 
 

“For we know Him who said, 
‘Vengeance is Mine, I will 

repay.’  And again, ‘The Lord 
will judge His people.’  It is a 
terrifying thing to fall into the 

hands of the living God.” 
Hebrews 10:30-31 
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claimed that he had done what he was supposed to do.  
When presented with the evidence that he had not, Saul 
blamed the people.  He then tried the ploy that he was just 
about to do what he had been sent to do.  Three strikes and 
you are out!  Samuel (and God) accepted none of his ex-
cuses.  Simply put, Saul had sinned.  He was wrong.  His 
conduct was intolerable.  He was judged, convicted and 
stripped of his position. 

Saul’s conduct was wrong because he disobeyed God.  In 
the end, all immoral conduct is an offense against God.  It 
is not a matter of societal standards or personal likes or 
dislikes.  Moral conduct is conduct of which God approves 
and immoral conduct is conduct of which God does not 
approve.  Religion without morals is religion without God.   

When men vote on what is right and what is wrong, they 
have removed God from the discussion.  They have taken 
a step away from God and have taken a step in the direc-
tion of religion without morals.  Every vote is one more 
step.  Every vote is one step closer to the abyss of total 
abandonment of God. 

Why Should I Believe What the Bible Says 
About Sin? 

There is an alternative to voting in determining what is 
right and what is wrong.  That alternative is the Bible.  
The Bible certainly contains a great deal of information 
about morals.  In fact, our nation was founded on the 
moral principles that are in the Bible.  We are now con-
fronted with a situation in which many people no longer 
believe what is in the Bible. 

Whether one believes the Bible is a matter of choice.  My 
only suggestion is that you examine the evidence in mak-
ing that choice.  Whether the Bible is true or not does not 
depend upon whether you like what it says.  Things can be 
true and unpleasant at the same time.  When I got fired 
from a job, I did not like the words, but disliking them did 
not mean that I was not fired! 

When I first began reading the Bible, I read it to prove that 
I was right.  It was only after confrontation with those who 
believed the Bible that I began to see that there were 
things in the Bible that showed I was wrong.  At that point 
I had two choices:  1) reject the Bible  2)  change my 
ways.  I chose the latter. 

There are many people today who make a third choice.  
They will accept the parts of the Bible that they like and 
reject the parts they do not like.  The Bible becomes like a 
buffet dinner; eat the things you like and leave the things 
that are personally distasteful.  That works well for buffet 
dinners, but the question is, did God give us the Bible so 
that we could treat it like a buffet dinner?  I think the an-

 

 

swer is obvious! 

There was a time when many “theologians” regarded 
much of the Bible as myth.  They could not find ar-
chaeological evidence for many of the places and 
countries named in the Bible.  As the years have 
passed the list of places without archaeological evi-
dence has grown shorter and shorter. 

The cities, nations, manners and customs depicted in 
the Bible have a great deal of evidence from archae-
ology that says the Bible is true.  Certainly, not every-
thing that is in the Bible has been verified by archae-
ology.  But archaeology has not proved the Bible false 
either and in many cases it has shown that those who 
wrote the Bible knew what they were talking about. 

Luke, in particular, among New Testament writers 
almost seems to dare someone to prove that he is 
wrong.  Both in his gospel and in the book of Acts, he 
gives detailed information about the state of affairs in 
the first century with names and places and titles that 
are bewildering to someone who first comes across the 
information.  Again, not everything that Luke writes 
has been proven true, but as more and more evidence 
collects, Luke is vindicated time and time again.  F. F. 
Bruce wrote a little book called, “The New Testament 
Documents:  Are They Reliable?” that details a lot of 
the evidence for the trustworthiness of the New Testa-
ment. 

The Old Testament, in particular, contains many 
prophecies concerning future events.  There are pre-
dictions concerning cities, concerning nations and 
concerning the coming of Jesus.  The detail in these 
prophecies when compared to the current state of af-
fairs leaves no doubt but that those who wrote the Bi-
ble were receiving their information from One who 
knows the future. 

If the writers of the Bible can get the future right, then 
they can be trusted to tell us about the present.  Their 
stand on matters of right and wrong can be trusted be-
cause, just as they got their information about the fu-
ture from God, so, too, did they get their information 
about right and wrong from God. 

Morals are based on the nature of God and the nature 
of man.  Those are two things that do not change.  The 
Bible speaks of those under the Law.  This was the 
law that God gave to the people of Israel through 
Moses.  The Bible also speaks of those “who do not 
have the Law do instinctively the things of the Law.”  
It further speaks of those without the Law having a 
“conscience bearing witness and their thoughts alter-
nately accusing or else defending them.” 
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he and his family would be saved.  God reaches out to 
sinners and saves those who will trust Him. 

Paul wrote about God’s love for sinners in his letter to 
the Romans.  “For while we were still helpless, at the 
right time Christ died for the ungodly.  For one will 
hardly die for a righteous man; though perhaps for the 
good man someone would dare even to die.  But God 
demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we 
were yet sinners, Christ died for us.” 

John, in his first letter wrote of the same love.  “My 
little children, I am writing these things to you so that 
you may not sin.  And if anyone sins, we have an Ad-
vocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; and 
He Himself is the propitiation for our sins; and not for 
ours only, but also for those of the whole world.”  Je-
sus died for everyone.  He died so that sinners might 
be forgiven. 

Imagine how God must feel when people reject the 
Son of God who has been offered as a sacrifice for the 
sins of the world.  Imagine how God must feel after 
sacrificing His Son and people choose to follow some-
one else instead of Jesus. 

Some would seek to solve the problem of sin and guilt 
by changing the definition for sin.  Just say that it is 
not sin; that what you thought was wrong is now all 
right.  That may work for a while, but it does not re-
solve the issue permanently. 

Others would resolve the issue of guilt by teaching that 
good makes up for bad.  That leaves one with many 
sins that have no corresponding good deed against 
which they may be balanced. 

God offers forgiveness, a clean slate. 

How Do I Receive Forgiveness for My 
Sins? 

While some people “feel” forgiven, a Christian knows 
that they are forgiven.  The difference is in reading and 
accepting what the Bible says about forgiveness versus 
just making it up. 

Somebody just made up the idea that if you “accept 
Jesus Christ as your personal Savior and receive him 
into your heart you are saved.”  I have never seen a 
Bible reference for that statement.  Maybe because 
there is nothing in the Bible that even comes close to 
saying that.  Sorry if I have offended you, but if you 
believe it is in the Bible, please send me the reference 
and I will retract my statement in the next issue of 
“Straight Bible Talk!” 

Of course, one of the problems with conscience is that it 
can be corrupted.  Through repeatedly doing what is 
wrong a person can become immune to the protests of 
conscience.  But the Bible is not subject to such corrup-
tion.  It continues to proclaim the same standard of right 
and wrong to all generations. 

Thus you have the spectacle of those whose conscience 
has been corrupted, complaining that the Bible cannot be 
right in its condemnation of the evil that they are doing.  
Since they no longer feel guilty, the Bible must be wrong 
since they “feel good” about what they are doing.  They 
may even argue that God has made them that way and 
they cannot help what they are doing. 

Jesus spoke of those whose “right eye makes you stum-
ble.”  His advice:  “tear it out and throw it from you; for 
it is better for you to lose one of the parts of your body, 
than for your whole body to be thrown into hell.  If your 
right hand makes you stumble, cut it off and throw it 
from you; for it is better for you to lose one of the parts 
of your body, than for your whole body to go into hell.” 

Some object to the above by claiming that it cannot be 
intended literally.  Perhaps so.  Still, it must mean some-
thing.  It shows that we have choices when it comes to 
committing evil.  There is another choice besides giving 
in  to the evil impulse that is within.  If there is a choice 
then sin is not inevitable, but rather, it is something that 
must be conquered by choosing to do right instead of 
wrong.  It is interesting that the context of Jesus’ remarks 
above involve sexual desire and lust. 

There is no doubt that the desire to do evil is a powerful 
force that drives people.  It is also true that God offers to 
give us an even more powerful force to resist evil.  The 
problem is that, for all of us, it has become easier to give 
in to the forces drawing us into evil.  Thus we become 
sinners, enemies of God and in need of His grace. 

Is There Any Hope for Sinners? 
God does not give up on people who violate His moral 
standards.  When Cain offered an unacceptable sacrifice, 
God came and talked with him about what he had done 
and what he could do to make it right.  When Cain con-
tinued in his rebellion and killed his brother, Abel, God 
came again and talked with Cain about what He had 
done.  God does not want people to continue in sin, but to 
turn away from it and turn back to Him. 

When the world was full of wickedness, in the time of 
Noah, God looked for a righteous man and found Noah.  
God then sent Noah to preach to his generation to turn 
them from sin.  When the people did not change, God 
saved Noah by instructing him to build an ark in which 
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On the road to Damascus, Saul of 
Tarsus (later to be the apostle, Paul) 
saw Jesus.  When Saul asked, “What 
shall I do, Lord?” he was not told to 
say the “sinner’s prayer.”  Instead, 
Jesus told him, “Get up and enter the 
city, and it will be told you what you 
must do.”  Later, when Ananias 
came in to him, Saul was told, “Now 
why do you delay?  Get up and be 
baptized, and wash away your sins, 
calling on His name.” 

When the jailer in Philippi fell at the 
feet of Paul and Silas, he asked, 
“Sirs, what must I do to be saved?”  
He was told to believe and when he 
believed, he was baptized the same 
hour of the night. 

The Bible makes clear what God ex-
pects people to do in order to be for-
given.  There must be a sincere belief 
in God and in Jesus as God’s only 
begotten Son.  There must be a sin-
cere desire to turn away from sin.  
And there must be baptism, an im-
mersion in water, in which God will 
wash away all sin and make the per-
son new. 

If you follow in the footsteps of 
those you read about in the Bible, 
you can have the same assurance of 
forgiveness that they had.  The 
choice is up to you. 

Forgiveness is not about how you 
feel about God, it is about how God 
feels about you!  We are intimately 
acquainted with our own feelings, 
but we must rely on some other 
source in order to know how God 
feels.  God has provided us with just 
such a source.  That source is the 
Bible. 

The Bible tells us how God feels 
when we sin.  And the Bible tells us 
exactly what we need to do in order 
to have God’s forgiveness.  Forgive-
ness is not about our feelings, but 
about our willingness to obey God. 

When the rich ruler asked Jesus, 
“Teacher, what good thing shall I do 
that I may obtain eternal life?”  Jesus 
did not respond, “Just accept me as 
your personal savior.”  Instead the 
ruler was told to “go and sell your 
possessions and give to the poor, and 
you will have treasure in heaven; and 
come, follow Me.” 

On Pentecost, when the crowd cried 
out to Peter and the other apostles, 
“Men, brothers, what must we do?” 
the answer was not to ask Jesus to 
come into their hearts.  Instead, Peter 
replied, “Repent, and each of you be 
baptized in the name of Jesus Christ 
for the forgiveness of your sins; and 
you will receive the gift of the Holy 
Spirit.” 

 
 

You are cordially  
invited to attend our 
worship services or 
other events for the 

 community 
 

For the younger  
children in your  

family (or for those 
young in heart), come 

to our annual  
Harvest Costume  

Festival 
Saturday October 14th  

1—3 PM 
595 Tolland Turnpike 

Rain or Shine 
FREE FOR THE 

WHOLE FAMILY 
 

For Information: 
Call—646-2903 

Or log onto  
www.manchesterchurchofchrist.org 

Manchester Church of Christ 
595 Tolland Turnpike 
Manchester, CT  06042 

� Please send me a free Bible 
� I am interested in a Bible study program 
� I am looking for a church 
� Please send me a free copy of the book, “A 

Christian Survival Manual” 
� Please add my name to receive “Straight 

Bible Talk” free each month 
� I have a question 
 
Name ________________________________ 
 
Address ______________________________ 
 
City, State, Zip ________________________ 
 
Telephone ____________________________ 
Send requests/questions to:  Manchester 
Church of Christ, 595 Tolland Turnpike, Man-
chester, CT 06042 or call, 860-646-2903. 10/06                                                       

Non-Profit Org. 
U.S. Postage Paid 
Permit  No. 144 
Manchester  CT 06042 



<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /None

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJDFFile false

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.0000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments true

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 300

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 300

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects false

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /Description <<

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /FRA <>

    /ITA <>

    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /PTB <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK

      /DestinationProfileName ()

      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements false

      /GenerateStructure false

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive false

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles false

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

  ]

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [2400 2400]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice



