
The Big Lie 

Someone has said that the secret in get-
ting people to believe a lie is to tell a 
really big lie.  Perhaps another suggestion 
will work equally well.  Tell the lie over 
and over again until people are convinced 
that it must be the truth.  Combine the two 
ideas and one has a really powerful tool of 
persuasion. 

Everyone knows about the politicians 
who promise everything in order to get 
elected and then deliver nothing, or next 
to nothing, after taking office.  But per-
haps the biggest lies are in the realm of 
the moral and the religious. 

Some years ago the lie made the rounds of 
teenage marijuana users that smoking the 
weed would reduce the risk of cancer.  
Just the opposite was true as smoking, in 
any form, is corrosive and increases the 
risk of cancer. 

Today, it is being trumpeted that people 
are homosexual because, “God made me 
this way.”  Homosexuality is a behavior 
just as stealing, murder, rape and lying are 
behaviors.  God is not the source of be-
havior unless one is a Calvinist and be-
lieves that every act is predestined by 
God. 

People are not born murderers.  They 
choose to kill.  People are not born 
thieves.  They choose to steal.  People are 
not born rapists.  They choose to rape.  
People are not born liars.  They choose to 
lie.  In the same way, people are not born 
homosexual.  They choose to have a sex-
ual relationship with a person of the same 
sex in the same way that a heterosexual 
person chooses to have a sexual relation-
ship with a person of the opposite sex. 

Just as God expects those who choose 
heterosexual relationships to restrain from 

acting on those impulses except in mar-
riage, He expects those with an attraction 
to someone of the same sex to exercise 
restraint. 

If we must restrain ourselves from taking 
what does not belong to us, if we must 
restrain our anger and refrain from killing, 
if we must restrain ourselves and tell the 
truth, why should it be thought unusual 
that we ought to restrain ourselves in the 
matter of sexual relationships? 

Much of the problem lies in the nature of 
the society we have created.  We have 
brought up children with the idea that 
they can have anything that they want.  
Parents have been told not to punish their 
children because it will injure their “little 
psyches!” 

We have doted on our children and 
bought endlessly to satisfy their whimper-
ing and crying, why should we be sur-
prised that those same children, grown to 
adulthood, should demand the “right” to 
do what their grandparents considered an 
abomination?  Then the claim is made 
that God is responsible for what they have 
done because, “He made me this way!?” 

Meanwhile the Christian community sits 
by and wrings their hands while crying, 
“They really can’t help what they are do-
ing?”  We refuse to believe that lie. 

Before one can blame God for such con-
duct, one must first believe the lie that the 
Bible is not His book.  It would not be 
possible (by every rule of logic that we 
know) to believe that God made someone 
to be homosexual and then in very plain 
terms condemned that very act. Yet, such 
the Bible does! 

So then we move on to the lies that people 
tell about the Bible.  “It is full of contra-
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“Therefore having overlooked 
the times of ignorance, God is 
now declaring to men that all 

people everywhere should 
repent, because He  has fixed 
a day in which He will judge 

the world in righteousness 
through a Man whom He has 
appointed, having furnished 
proof to all men by raising 

Him from the dead.” 

Acts 17:31 
All scripture quotations are from the 
New American Standard Bible unless 

595  Tolland Turnpike 



And, even though the lie may be 
repeated often it is still not the 
truth. 

Truth may sometimes seem elusive 
and difficult to determine.  Yet it is 
worth the effort.  When it comes to 
matters of right and wrong, we 
need to determine what position 
God occupies.  When it comes to 
the matter of life after death, we 
need to consult the only one who 
has returned from the dead, Jesus 
Christ. 

When we want to know the way to 
forgiveness, we need to be sure 
that it is God’s way, because it is 
His forgiveness that we need.  
Though many claim that you need 
no forgiveness, because there is no 
sin, be careful for that is also a lie. 

Paul wrote about certain persons 
who were lost, “because they did 
not receive the love of the truth so 
as to be saved.  For this reason 
God will send upon them a delud-
ing influence so they will believe 
what is false, in order that they all 
may be judged who did not believe 
the truth, but took pleasure in 
wickedness.” 

There is pleasure in wickedness.  
The right way is sometimes 
fraught with pain and difficulties.  
Facing one’s problems may be 

dictions.”  Beware when someone 
uses the expression, “It is full of.”  
Generally those who tell this lie have 
no idea about where they might find 
even one of these contradictions of 
which the Bible is supposedly full.  
The lie has been repeated so often 
that it must be true!? 

Another lie is that the Bible cannot 
be trusted because, “Books have 
been lost or deliberately omitted by 
those in authority.”  Again, the claim 
is made without evidence and simply 
illustrates one more lie that has been 
repeated so often that people now 
believe it to be true without any evi-
dence to support the assertion. 

Whole religions have been estab-
lished on the basis of lies.  While 
one may never be quite sure of mo-
tives, those who have promoted such 
religions may have simply been de-
luded, but the result remains the 
same.  The religion that they estab-
lished is based on lies. 

While we may not be responsible for 
the lies, we are responsible for 
whether we believe the lie or not.  
Jesus told the crowds, “You shall 
know the truth and the truth shall set 
you free.”  Truth is worth the effort 
to obtain.  To be satisfied with what 
we are told without checking is to 
leave ourselves open to the “big lie.”  

painful and getting drunk may seem 
like a good choice, but when the al-
coholic stupor is gone, the problems 
remain. 

Having a sexual relationship on the 
first meeting with someone may give 
some momentary pleasure, but it 
cannot compare with the satisfaction 
of a long-term committed relation-
ship of two people whose love for 
the Lord deepens their relationship 
with one another.  The big lie that 
everyone is doing it so it must be 
okay, simply will not produce a good 
result in the long term. 

Jesus advised his listeners to “search 
the Scriptures.”  We give the same 
advice.  The Bible is God’s truth and 
will never mislead the one who is 
careful to discern the meaning that 
God has placed there. 

While the casual reader may on a 
superficial reading find justification 
for his error, the careful reader will 
find God’s way.  The truth is not 
complicated, but simple.  The truth is 
not found in one perverted passage 
of the Bible, but is stressed over and 
over again so that we might not miss 
the truth. 

With the Psalmist, we say, “Your 
word is a lamp to my feet and a light 
to my path.” 

 

Manchester Church of Christ 
595 Tolland Turnpike 
Manchester, CT  06042 

 __   Please send me a free Bible 
 __   I am interested in a Bible study program 
 __   I am looking for a church 
 __   Please send me a free copy of the book, 
 “A  Christian Survival Manual” 
 __    Please add my name to receive “Straight    
 Bible Talk” free each month 
 __   I have a question 
 
Name ________________________________ 
 
Address ______________________________ 
 
City, State, Zip ________________________ 
 
Telephone ____________________________ 
Send requests/questions to:  Manchester 
Church of Christ, 595 Tolland Turnpike, Man-
chester, CT 06042 or call, 860-646-2903  2/09 

 

 



<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /None

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.0000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments true

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 300

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 300

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects false

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /CreateJDFFile false

  /Description <<



    /BGR <>

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /CZE <>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /ETI <>

    /FRA <>

    /GRE <>



    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)

    /HUN <>

    /ITA <>

    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /LTH <>

    /LVI <>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /POL <>

    /PTB <>

    /RUM <>

    /RUS <>

    /SKY <>

    /SLV <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /TUR <>

    /UKR <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK

      /DestinationProfileName ()

      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements false

      /GenerateStructure false

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive false

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles false

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

  ]

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [2400 2400]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice



