Straight Bible Talk

Manchester Church of Christ, Share Christ’s Love and Share His Message

Jesus and Politics

We live in troubled times. It has probably
always seemed that way to God’s people.
There is even a temptation to say that
these are the worst of times. This is
probably not true, but the feeling may
persist.

There is an urgency about our times that
often leaves us wondering if there is not
something more we should be doing. The
signs of destruction and anger and hatred
all around us seem to cry out for quick
and decisive action (if we only could fig-
ure out what to do). There must be some
way to halt our incredible plunge into ruin
as a nation and as a people.

What can we learn from Jesus?

There is no better place to begin than with
the life and teachings of Jesus. He was an
example sent from God to enlighten us on
how to live in this world. The times that
he lived in were troubled times as well.
He came into a world that was governed
by a wicked and corrupt regime in Rome.
Puppet governors served the Roman Cae-
sar in the land of Israel, men such as
Herod and Pilate. Those who were nomi-
nally Jewish held positions under Caesar
and exercised their tyranny over the peo-
ple. Israel seethed with unrest and rebel-
lion. One of the apostles had belonged to
the party called the “Zealots” noted for
their rabid opposition to Rome.

What can we learn from Jesus about how
to deal with ungodliness and evil in soci-
ety and corruption in the government? It
is to the gospels that we must go for an
answer.  Further clarification can be
found in the writings of Jesus’ apostles as
they carried his teachings further and fur-
ther abroad into Roman and Greek soci-

ety.

What was Jesus’ plan?

First of all, Jesus did not rush into his
work. He was thirty before he left the
carpenter shop to begin his ministry. Un-
der the Law of Moses a priest could not
begin his service to God until the age of
thirty. Jesus waited.

He began his ministry in a decisive act.
According to God’s plan he presented
himself before John to be baptized. God
declared from heaven that this was his
beloved Son. From the waters of baptism
Jesus arose to set forth on his task to save
the world. He said simply, “I am come to
seek and to save that which was lost.”

There were two main thrusts to the efforts
of Jesus. One was to select a core group
to train and prepare to carry on his minis-
try after his death. As people began to
flock to hear his message, he selected
from them 12 men whom he appointed as
his apostles. They were to spend the next
three years in intimate contact with Jesus.
Except for brief tours when Jesus sent
them out alone, they were with him up to
his death on the cross.

The second thrust of Jesus was to spend
his time in preaching and teaching God’s
message whenever and wherever he might
find an audience. Sometimes his audi-
ence consisted of only a single person.
There were private conversations with
Nicodemus, Zacchaeus and the Samaritan
woman from Sychar among others. At
other times his audience numbered in the
thousands. Sometimes the crowds
seemed to hang on his every word. At
other times his words were treated with
contempt and the crowds melted away.

Jesus sought to change the course of
events.
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“Therefore having overlooked
the times of ignorance, God is
now declaring to men that all
people everywhere should
repent, because He has fixed
a day in which He will judge
the world in righteousness
through a Man whom He has
appointed, having furnished
proof to all men by raising
Him from the dead.”

Acts 17:31

All scripture quotations are from the
New American Standard Bible unless
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The message that Jesus preached had
to do with individual righteousness.
There were no great legal battles that
he waged. There were no letter writ-
ing campaigns organized. Pilate’s
palace was not picketed, nor did he
advocate the overthrow of the cor-
rupt priests. Jesus sent no messen-
gers to Rome to plead for changes
favorable to righteousness.

On the other hand, those in high
places were all familiar with what
Jesus was doing. They knew the
opposition that he held to their lives
and their actions. Herod thought at
one time that Jesus was John the
Baptist risen from the dead. He
thought that would explain Jesus’
power. Herod had personally dis-
patched John by having him be-
headed at the request of his wife,
Herodias. (How many evangelists
are there today who imitate the Spar-
tan life of John who existed on wild
locusts and honey? Or, how many
are willing to walk in his footsteps in
his stand against evil in high places?

Jesus did not make friends of those
in high places. His friends were to
be found among those who did the
will of God. James wrote later,
“You adulterous people, don’t you
know that friendship with the world
is hatred toward God? Anyone who

chooses to be a friend of the world
becomes an enemy of God.” Jesus
was one who was careful in his
choice of friends. He made no
distinction among those whom he
would teach, but he was careful in
his use of the word “friend.”

The plan of Jesus for changing the
world was simple. He taught
plainly. He taught continually. He
taught truthfully. He taught sin-
cerely. And he always taught the
Word of God. Finally, he offered
his life as a sacrifice for the sins of
the world. Whether by life or by
death, Jesus sought to change the
course of events; he sought to
change the way people thought and
the way they acted.

If we are to follow in the footsteps
of Jesus, then we will imitate his
example. In our lives we will seek
to imitate the example of Jesus.
We will also strive by every means
possible to tell the world what Je-
sus said and what he did.

God intended that His words be
planted in the hearts of men, not in
the congressional record, not on
signs held up at football games,
not on plaques in public places.
The word of God in the heart of a
man will bring a change in life that
will have no regrets.

God’s Plan for Making
Disciples

There is a simple statement found in
the eleventh chapter of Acts: “and
the disciples were first called Chris-
tians in Antioch.” In the first cen-
tury all disciples of Jesus were
Christians and all Christians were
disciples of Jesus. To be one was to
be the other.

There also were no unbaptized
(unimmersed) disciples of Jesus in
the first century. Thus there were no
unbaptized Christians. Jesus made
this clear in the instructions that he
gave after his resurrection. “All au-
thority has been given to Me in
heaven and on earth. Go therefore
and make disciples of all the nations,
baptizing them in the name of the
Father and the Son and the Holy
Spirit, teaching them to observe all
that I commanded you; and lo, I am
with you always, even to the end of
the age.” (Matt 28:18-20)

Perhaps someone has told you that
baptism “is not necessary.” Perhaps
they would like to take that matter
up with Jesus. For Jesus, disciple-
ship involved baptism. The Bible
plainly connects being a disciple
with being a Christian. You need to
be a disciple of Jesus by being bap-
tized.





<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /None

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.0000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments true

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 300

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 300

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects false

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /CreateJDFFile false

  /Description <<



    /BGR <>

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /CZE <>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /ETI <>

    /FRA <>

    /GRE <>



    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)

    /HUN <>

    /ITA <>

    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /LTH <>

    /LVI <>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /POL <>

    /PTB <>

    /RUM <>

    /RUS <>

    /SKY <>

    /SLV <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /TUR <>

    /UKR <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK

      /DestinationProfileName ()

      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements false

      /GenerateStructure false

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive false

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles false

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

  ]

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [2400 2400]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice



