Brady’s “Squared-Off-Edge-of-the-Paper”
WINTERFEST 2010

It's only a few weeks away and you should be going! Sign up now! Brady has the

official registration packets now. There are only 20 spots and it's first come,

first served. Get your spot now! It's going to be an awesome time of praise to

God with thousands of other teens. It's a very unique and awesome experience.

Make sure you're there!

Dates: Thursday night (Feb. 18) through Sunday night (Feb. 21)

Cost: $140 w/o t-shirt or $155 with t-shirt (MONEY IS DUE ON JANUARY 24!!!) plus

the cost of meals

LORD OF THE RINGS TRILOGY

We will be watching the ENTIRE Lord of the Rings trilogy on Saturday, January

16th at Steve & Linda Klein's house. We're watching the extended versions so it will be a 12
hour event FOR SERIOUS MOVIE WATCHERS! Come wearing your pajamas/comfy clothes

and be ready for some awesome movieness. If you can't last the full 12 hours,

then just come for one or two of the movies. Here's the schedule:
**The Fellowship of the Ring --> 9:00 am - 12:30 pm

**The Two Towers--> 12:45 pm - 4:30 pm (bring a sack lunch)
**The Return of the King--> 4:45 pm - 9:00 pm (bring $5 for pizza)

P.s. Candy and drinks will be provided.
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22:34-40).
Attendance and Contribution For 1./3/2010

Sunday Bible Classes 120

Sunday AM Worship 198

Wed. Bible Classes 111

Sunday Evening Worship 92

Offering to God $8,780.25

Weekly Budget $9,120.00

Upcoming Events

January 10: New Members Potluck/elders

January 10: Gareth Flanary speaks PM on
Fellowship Group Leader Training
@7:05 for 20 minutes

January 17: New Fellowship Groups Meeting

January 21: Area Preachers/Elders Meeting

January 23: Singles Jan. Treasures @ Dee J.

January 24: Senior Saints lunch @ Fellowship
Hall

January 24: 4th Sunday Special Programs PM

January 31: Leadership Group Meeting

February 7:

Congregational Potluck/BYND

Sunday, January 10, 2010
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Assembly Times

Sunday:
Bible Class:

Worship:
Wednesday:

9:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m. & 6:00 p.m.*

Bible Classes: 7:00 p.m.

*Small groups at homes 3rd Sunday evening

Staff:

Arnie Holmes, Pulpit Minister 860.643.8540
arnierae@cox.net

Anthony Melakian, Outreach Minister
860.432.8366 melakian@cox.net

Brady Easter, Youth Minister 860.818.9553
BeasterO5@cox.net

Pat Mosher, Church Secretary 860.646.2903
Mancchrist@aol.com

Our Shepherds

Charlie Brown—860-267-4289
Email: CWMCbrown@sbcglobal.net
George Caruthers—860-644-2762
Email:gecaruthers@cox.net

Robert Jarvis—860-647-0069
Email:bgjarvis46@aol.com

Toimi Martikainen—860-647-8611
Email: toimi@sbcglobal.net

Peter Scanlon—860-643-0889
Email:scanpaudash@yahoo.com
Scott Stafford—860-643-6799
Email: sas1377@aol.com
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AM/B S CQ‘“% The Jewish people tithed! The Jews had not one, not two, but three tithes. They

tithed the big; they tithed the little. Jesus was a Jew, tithed. He taught tithing
(Matt 23:23). Did Jesus come to lower the standards of giving and generosity?

In the first two Sunday of this month we are talking about “Big Hearts.” I thought it would be appro-
priate in this article to discuss some Old Testament teaching. In the O.T. there were also Freewill Offerings
(Lev 22:18;Ex 35:29). Freewill Offerings were spontaneous, plentiful, exciting, and voluntary; no amount was
set, willing and generous! Freewill Offerings could be likened to our Special Contributions that we make peri-
odically here. They were on top of the Tithes. The Jews were thankful, involved giving in their prayers of
need, and were confessing their sins. These offerings were beyond the tithes, vows, and feasts! It cost to be a
Jew!

Moses decided to build the Tabernacle to God in, of all places, the wilderness. Without homes, jobs,
social security, the people gave too much! Can you imagine this? Moses had to restrain their giving! If you
will read Exodus 36, hearts were mentioned 8 times! When our hearts are with God our pocket books are
open! Paul also talked about such “hilarious giving” in 2 Corinthians 9.

David gave to build the Temple of Solomon. Following his example the people gave—the biggest on
Sabbath Day giving in the Old Testament!

Notice:

1. The Jews thought they were privileged to give to God’s work!

2. The Jews knew they were the people of God!
3. The Jews knew they were at that time the most God—Blessed folk on earth!

Isn’t wonderful to be a child of God?

A2 and NOwRs

e Emma Scanlon, daughter of Peter and Sue, a Junior at Lipscomb University, has gone to Uganda in
Africa to attend school for the spring semester.

e We want to welcome Eve, Afi, and Juan Geffrard to our church family. They are the children of
Yuvner and were all baptized last Sunday.

|
4” / ﬁ on y S QQ‘“%\ “Woe to you; scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you tithe mint

and dill and cummin, and have neglected the weightier provisions
of the law: justice and mercy and faithfulness; but these are the ones you should have done without
neglecting the others.” (Matthew 23:23)

Be honest, don’t you just love it when Jesus goes after the Pharisees with a righteous vengeance fit
for those who are nothing more than religious bullies? Jesus gives them what they have got coming to
them, right? Well before we go off on a Pharisee —bashing tangent, maybe we had better take a look at
why Jesus had such harsh words for those who were regarded as the spiritual leaders from among the
people of God. It is in that word, “people”, that we find the answer that we seek for though the Pharisees
were the religious leaders of the people, they were not exactly people-oriented. As we zero in on what
Jesus said in the above-cited verse, we see a contrast. The tithing of everything they had, right down to
the contents of their spice rack, though the right thing to do, stands in stark contrast to the more people-
oriented pursuits of showing justice to the oppressed, mercy to the weak, and faithfulness in their rela-
tionship to others, and especially to God. And this is where Jesus challenges all of us as well. Is our focus
on such matters as things, rules, statistics, proper form, etc.? Those things are nothing more than inani-
mate objects which though they possess a certain amount of value, pale in comparison to the value of
those who are made in the image of God. When my giving becomes so disciplined to the point where I

would make sure that I gave 10% of even the sesame seeds on this morning’s bagel (just a little compul-
sive, don’t you think?) while failing to be just, merciful, & faithful in my dealings with all people, God
can’t be pleased, can He? No matter our place or function in the kingdom of God, Jesus makes it clear that
our actions are to reflect a love for people first and foremost, people made in God’s image, people for who
Jesus died. In this way, a rebuke given to the Pharisees becomes a challenge to us all, a challenge to be
pleasing to the Lord in our dealings with all mankind.
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« Those having health Issues: Cora Mar-
shall, Becky Todd, Daniel Gipson
(Don’s son) heart and lung problems.
Agnes Wuorio (Rae Holmes mother -
cancer). Trudy Wright (Marsha Adam’s
mother) diagnosed cancer, Kaylin
Courtney-home, Florence LaBlanc
(Barbara Rohan’s sister) hospitalized
with pneumonia.
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b |Cleang and John Bouffard

« Those Traveling: The Barnetts(Jamaica)
The Rideouts (Florida) Doris McKinney
(Florida), Hope Thurston (Texas)
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Richard Sale

Chil drends
Sue Scanlon/Brittney Barta

Toddler Bible Time
Charmaine Daley/Natalie Yeats

Evenimy Service
Gareth Flanary speaks
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Elder visits: starting in January 2010, the eld-
ers will begin visiting our newer members
(rébr¥séhting about 60 families). The purpose
of these visits is for mutual encouragement
and prayer together.

When it is necessary to cancel services
because of bad weather, please turn to
WFSB-TV Channel 3 (CBS Affiliate) to
see the cancellations. Or, call one of the
leaders.
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Notes of Thanks
| would like to thank everyone who was
so kind, to send me a birthday card for
my 90th birthday. It really brought a lot
of joy to my special day.
| appreciate you all,
Christine Schoenfuss

Thank-you, to the entire Manchester
BhiurbhlofeChridt bnBéhalf of myself and
my mother Esther Chase. During our
time of need and sorrow. A special
thank-you to the elders and all of those
whom helped set up, prepare and pro-
vide food for her memorial service and
the clean-up. | am grateful, with love,

Michelle, Michale, and Marley

Ministry Contacts

Education
Chris Costa-Elementary
Jim Lietz-Adult
Phil Stice-Adult

Worship Ministry
Phil Stice

Family Ministry
Chris Costa

Financial Ministry
Dick Courtney

Outreach Ministry
Anthony Melakian

Missions Ministry
Dave Berberian

Building & Grounds
Jeff Hannington

John Geysen
Eric Foley

Webmaster
Graeme Davidson

World English Inst
Mike St. Germain

Benevolence
Russ Mosher
Ken Arey
Mike McHugh

Seasonal Sharing
Pat & Beth Courtney

Young Adults
Mike McHugh

Care Ministry
Steven Klein

Treasurer
Charlie Silva

Communications
Gary Yeats
Rich Sale

Eellowship &
Involvement
Steve Klein
Dave Stewart

Children’s Leadership &

Training
Jeff Brissette
Dave Berberian

Staff Administration
Dick Courtney




