Brady’s “Squared-Off-Edge-of-the-Paper”
Perfectly Different

Okay, this may sound a little crazy at first, but just go with me for a while, okay? Have you ever heard
someone describe Christians in this way: “We are sinners just like anyone else; it’s just that we have accepted
the grace God offers”? I'm sure that many of you have. And why not? It sounds good, right? It's kind, open,

and humble. And | hope with everything that | have that it is not true.

Now, | know the message that is trying to be communicated with that description and | totally agree
with it. The idea is that there is nothing special about us on our own merit, but it’s only by the grace God gives
that we have hope, peace, love and salvation. That's not where my issue lies with this statement.

During the greatest sermon ever preached, Jesus was describing how those who follow Him are to love
their own enemies. An incredible statement by itself, but in speaking of it, He said, “What more are you doing

than others?” (Matt. 5:47) | think | still have a bruise on my forehead from where that verse hit me.

To claim that we are just like anyone else out there is to say that the grace and love that Jesus pro-
vides have had no effect on our lives. Yes, we were living in the same filth and muck that anyone on this earth
trudges through. But in following Christ we have been pulled out and washed clean. We should look different!
We cannot blend into the woodwork of everyone else around us. We should be going above and beyond in our
faith, our hope, and above all, our love. If we don’t, why would anyone else want to hear about following God

anyway?
| think the challenge Jesus gives next sums things up pretty well.

“Therefore you are to be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect.” Matt. 5:48
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This weekend we have been talking about
evangelism. We have heard some great lessons
this weekend and through the years that have chal-
lenged us. We recognize that our salvation is a gift
from God and that it cost God His Only Son.

| read an article in the “Lighthouse,” a

March 18th
March 21st
March 27th

monthly newsletter from West Virginia. In the Nov
2005 edition there was an article entitled,

“Emphasizing Evangelism,” the author stresses a

few things we need to look at:

“Evangelism in The New Testament was never lim-

March 28th
April 4th
April 10th

ited to the Church Assemblies.” The Christians
went everywhere teaching the Good News

April 11th
April 15th

about Jesus. In Acts 8:4,”But the believers who

were scattered preached the Good News about

April 18th

Jesus wherever they went.” Another words,

when they went to school, home, or work they

March 19-21st

shared their faith. Evangelism is lived out eve-

ryday!.

“Evangelism was always initiated by individual

Christians.” The Christians are the ones who

took the message to the world, not the lost.

April 25th

Since the Lost Matter to God, Christians take

Christ out into the world.

May 1st

Today, God has blessed us with Salvation
in Christ. Our only response is to give it away.

Arnie Holmes

Area Preachers/elders Mtg.
Fellowship Groups Meeting
Ladies Breakfast/Devo in
Fellowship hall.

Bridal Shower for Angie Adams
Easter
Senior Saint breakfast Meeting
Baby Shower for Amanda Cadiz
Area Preachers/Elders Mtg.
Fellowship Groups Meeting

AREA EVENTS*

“Building Community”
Small group seminar with
Dale Robinson @ Ct Valley
Church of Christ

4th Sunday Singing @
Lawrence. MA C of C
Area wide Ladies Day

* See the bulletin board for more information

If you are visiting with us today,
you are our special guest. We
ask that you fill out the PRAYER
REQUEST CARD in the packet you
received as you entered and drop
it in the collection plate please.
We hope that you are encour-
aged and grow closer to God as a
result of being here today.

Sunday:
Bible Class: 9:00 a.m.

Worship:
Wednesday: Bible Classes: 7:00 p.m.
*Small groups at homes 3rd Sunday eve.
Staff:

Arnie Holmes Pulpit Minister
860.643.8540  arnierae@cox.net
Anthony Melakian Outreach Minister
860.432.8366 melakian@cox.net
Brady Easter Youth Minister
860.818.9553 BeasterO5@cox.net

Charlie Brown—860-267-4289
Email: CWMCbrown@shcglobal.net

10:00 a.m. & 6:00 p.m.*  George Caruthers—860-644-2762

Email:gecaruthers@cox.net

Robert Jarvis—860-647-0069
Email:bgjarvisd6@aol.com

Toimi Martikainen—860-647-8611
Email: toimi@sbcglobal.net

Peter Scanlon—860-643-0889
Email:scanpaudash@yahoo.com
Scott Stafford—860-643-6799
Email: sas1377@aol.com




PRAYER LIST

Our Manchester Family
o Beverly Bouffard-home recuperat-
ing.
e Becky Todd (waiting for heart trans-
plant).
Our Family & Friends

e Trudy Wright-Marsha’s mother

¢ Don Bennett —Northside Minister

o Cora Marshall-Dorothy’s mother

e Daniel Gipson-Don’s son

e Mother & father of Susie Williams

e Lester Thurston, son of Hope-
surgery

o Virgil Bailey’s mother, Minia health
issues

e Glen Merrill’s friend-chronic iliness

e Isido Morales-Richard Chang’s
friend-Cardiomyopathy

Sympathy
e Dick & Joel-Anne Courtney: Joel

Anne’s father passed away in New
Mexico.
Those Traveling
o Diana Carra
e Dorothy Marshall
e Vinda Smith
o The Jarvis’
e The Dick Courtneys

All those looking for employment!

Ladies, don't miss "The
{ Streets of Eden", Satur-
& day morning March 27th
& from 9 to 11 here at the
L} building. Come, ... walk

& with God, encourage
your Sisters, renew your
Spirit, and please your
palate. You truly don't want to miss
this annual ladies prayer breakfast de-
votional. If you'd like to help with this
event, contact Jodi Dean.

We want to welcome
Marla D”Amato,

Eric Addae

George & Holly Perron

Who placed membership with us on Sunday!

WEEKLY RECORD 3/7/2010

Bible Class 218
Morning Worship 290
Evening Worship 95
Wednesday Evening 99
Offering to God $12,316.40

Mike Chase needs help on
Friday Evening the 26th to
load the truck to move Mi-
chelle and her children

To Waterbury. If you can
help, please let him know.

Rae & Arnie
Holmes want
to thank the
congregation

©@phar

for the
prayers, cards
and food. We especially want to
thank the church family for the
generous donation to the Ameri-
can Cancer Society on behalf of
Agnes Wauorio.

THOSE WHO SERVE TODAY

i

I Song Leader—rhnil Stice

: Prayer—Anthony Carty

i Communion Thought—Tim Garcia

i Lord’s Table

: Offering

i Scripture—Dave Berberian

i Sermon Guest Speaker Jerry Tallman
I Scripture Matthew 9:35-38

: Announcements-Arnie Holmes

i Closing Prayer -Steve Klein

I Children’s Bible Time Sonia M/Amanda B.
: Toddler’s Bible Time Charmaine D/Jen S.
i Evening Lesson:

i

- Angie Adams is getting married to < .

.. Regan Stoeher. A bridal shower will =

“be given in her honor on March 28th =~

<& after morning worship. A sign up -

sheet will be on the table in the foyer.

. Angie is registered at: Williams So-
noma, Bed Bath and Beyond, JC Pen-

ney and Walmart. Questions see Linda

Klein or Melissa Miller,

NEWS AND NOTES

# Congratulations to Angelique Melakian on
being a “STAR” at Bennet Academy.

# Gladys Melakian is in Texas for a week.,
returning this Tuesday.

% Families be saving the dates of April 19-
21st for our “Family Fest.” You don’t want
your children to miss this.

# George & Elaine Caruthers are visiting
family in Texas for a week.

% We extend our sympathy to Dick & Joel-
Anne Courtney. Her dad passed away and
his funeral was Friday in NM.

ANTHONY'S CORNER

If you are here in the church building reading this
article right now on a Sunday morning, I will make the
assumption that you remembered to turn your clocks
an hour ahead. This is the weekend where we give up
that hour of sleep in order to enjoy that extra hour of
daylight. Really, it is all an illusion anyway; the actual
hour did not go anywhere, especially since it will
show up again in November. Time is something that
can be the subject of much illusion. For instance, eight
hours spent working seems much longer than eight
hours spent sleeping. To sit down to watch our favor-
ite one hour TV program is an enjoyable experience,
but if the sermon ever went an hour, we would be
ready to revolt. The older I get, the perception I have
concerning time is that it seems to go faster. Again,
that is just an illusion since I know that minutes,
hours, & days are measured the same as they were
many years ago. If time can be used to promote an il-
lusion, you can be sure that Satan has those illusions
concerning time packed in his bag of tricks. The most
effective of those illusions concerning time is the per-
ception that there is an unlimited supply of it. Satan
loves to use this illusion whenever someone is even
considering the fact that they need to get his/her life
right with God. It is true that Jesus wants us to count
the cost of foll owing
distortion of that process is accompanied by the lie
that we have an unlimited amount of time in which to

ma k e t hat deci si on. The

many have found themselves to be forever in the do-
main of darkness because they bought the lie which
says that we have all kinds of time to obey the gospel
of Christ and to be reconciled to God through Him. So
go ahead and enjoy that extra hour of daylight tonight
and then until we have to turn the clocks back again.

But i f you wish to enjoy

delay to either put Christ on in baptism or to be re-
stored to Him, for we
time is left before His return.

Sick and canodt make it

Listen to the Sunday morning sermon on line at
Manchesterchurchofchrist.org

after



