Brady’s “Squared-Off-Edge-of-the-Paper
Doormat or Revolutionary?

“But | say to you who hear, love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, bless those who
curse you, pray for those who mistreat you. ... Give to everyone who asks of you, and whoever takes away

what is yours, do not demand it back.” -Jesus, Luke 7:27-28, 30 (NASB)

Love the sinner; hate the sin. It’s an idea that we all buy into when we’re sitting in our pews on
Sunday mornings. But it's a whole different ballgame when you walk out those doors. The difficulty is
ramped up to incredible heights when all the sudden we are the victims of that sinner’s actions. It's so
easy to essentially act like Jesus never even said these words! So what do we do?

We start making the choice to follow.

Jesus is not preaching passivity here. In fact, it's very much the opposite. It’s easy to let anger
take over when you have been blatantly wronged. Real strength and real power (yes, power) are demon-
strated when you step past a justifiable pride and anger and base your actions on a love for the one who
wronged you. In fact, that's pretty much one of the most Jesus-like things we could do. And | personally
would never call Jesus a doormat.

So here’s your challenge—pray. Everyone has an “enemy,” someone who doesn’t like you, an arch-
rival, a nemesis. This is the person whose name alone has the ability to twist your face into that “I just
smelled rotten eggs” look. This week instead of doing everything you can to avoid even the thought of
them, pray for them. Make sure at least once a day, you spend time asking God to bless that person.
Yup, I’'m serious.

Family, it’s time we start changing our attitude about “sinners.” And not just the theoretical ones,
or just the people we meet on mission trips, or even the ones that we just randomly meet on the streets.
It's time we start changing our attitude about the ones who annoy, bother and even hurt us the most.
Let’s start loving them with a strength that they could never resist. After all, isn’t that how we were saved
in the first place?

“Heroes”
(Acts 5:17-33)

Sermon Notes:

-Memorial Day 2010, a day to honor heroes
-Heroes come from various walks of life

-Have we ever considered that there are “heroes of the faith”?
-Those who are heroes of the faith:
I. Endure hardship (17-18)

II. Stay on task (19-21)

III. Encounter opposition (21-28)

I'V. Stand for what is good (29-31)

V. Are unable to be moved from their mission (32-33)
Conclusion-

-Do we have what it takes to be a hero of the faith?

. Sunday, May 30, 2010

Monday is Memorial Day, as we know it, actu-
ally started on an April morning in 1863. The place was
Columbus, Mississippi. A group of women came to the
cemetery to decorate the graves of the dead who had
died in war. The Civil War was still raging. This made
them even more sad as they put flowers on the graves
of loved ones they had lost.

An elderly woman finished decorating the
graves of her two sons and then walked toward two
mounds at the corner of the cemetery. Another woman
spoke up, “What are you doing?” “Those the graves of
two Union soldiers.” “I know,” replied the woman as she
spread out flowers on the graves. “l also know that
somewhere in the North, a mother or a young wife
mourns for them as we do for ours.” Then she faced the
other women and said, “They are dead, our heroes of
the South; and they are dead; these unknown soldiers
of the North. All of them are lying here in our church
yard. When the war was over and peace comes, we
shall call of them heroes. We want someone to do this
for our loved ones in nameless graves. We must do it for
these in our cemetery.”

Four years later, the story appeared in the New
York Tribune. Following that, it was printed in papers
across the country. It was accepted as the beginning
efforts to replace hatred with love. It was another year
before an order was issued on May 30th 1868 as a day
to decorate the graves of all who had fallen in war.

This morning Anthony is going to remind us of
the “Heroes,” the Bible mentions in Acts 5. Men and
women who died for their faith in Christ. We are grateful
for those who have sacrificed for the cause of Christ!!

May 30th Memorial Day Picnic @NW Park
June 4th Men’s Softball Game @6:00PM
June 6th Baccalaureate

June 7th Men’s Softball Game @6:00PM

June 11-13th  Singles Retreat @Eden Center

June 13th Fellowship Groups Meeting

June 19th Senior Saints Picnic@Nelsons

June 20th Father’s Day

June 20th Youth Work Camp@0OVU
AREA EVENTS*

May 23rd Spring Sing @ Ward Street

Church of Christ
June 11,12 Men’s Retreat at Kent, Ct
June 13th Bridgeport C of C One year

anniversary

Sept. 16-18th Gander Brook Ladies Retreat

* See the bulletin board for more information

If you are visiting with us today, —Sunday:

Charlie Brown—860-267-4289

i Bible Class:  9:00 a.m. Email: CWMCbrown@sbcglobal.net
you are our special guest. We Worship: 10:00 a.m. & 6:00 p.m.*  George Caruthers—860-644-2762

ask that you fill out the PRAYER
REQUEST CARD in the packet you
received as you entered and Staff:

please drop it in the collection /e Holmes

plate. We hope that you are en- g5, 5438540

Wednesday: Bible Classes: 7:00 p.m.  Email:gecaruthers@cox.net
*Small groups at homes 3rd Sunday eve.

Robert Jarvis—860-647-0069
Email:bgjarvisd6@aol.com

Pulpit Minister Toimi Martikainen—860-647-8611
Email: toimi@sbcglobal.net

arnierae@cox.net

couraged and grow closer to God  anthony Melakian Outreach Minister ~ Peter Scanlon—860-643-0889

as a result of being here today. 860.432.8366

Brady Easter

860.818.9553 BeasterO5@cox.net

melakian@cox.net Email:scanpaudash@yahoo.com
Youth Minister Scott Stafford—860-643-6799
Email: sas1377@aol.com

Pat Mosher, Church Secretary

860.646.2903

Mancchrist@aol.com



PRAYER LIST

Our Manchester Family
¢ Becky Todd (waiting for heart transplant).

e Those expecting soon (Kim.)

e Beverly Bouffard recovering from Surgery at
home.

o Danielle Cummings-Air Force deployment for a
few months, and all the troops in Harms Way.

¢ Richard Ginsburg . Home recuperating

Our Family & Friends

Susan-Chad Rosenberg’s mother-hip surgery
Don Bennett - Northside Minister

Chris Kelley—Jean’s son (cancer)

Ethan, Shannon McKay'’s friends son-cancer)

Trudy Wright-Marsha Adams mother cancer
Melinda Williams-Susie’s Mother-kidney issues

Those Traveling

e Bob & Lori King-N. Carolina

e Dick & Joel Anne C.-Florida.

e Gary Yeats-Europe.

e Leroy Washington-Portugal & Spain

e Glen Merrill-Texas

e Arnie & Rae Holmes-New Haven, & Texas

e The Martikaines-Colorado, Don and Audrey,
Missouri and Tennessee.

Those looking for employment:
¢ Richard Chang.

In Sympathy
+ Don & Audrey Gipson-his mother passed

away in Missouri on Friday.

Senior Saints Cook-Out

On June 19th, Don & Juanita Nelson and May-
nard and Brenda Johnson are hosting a cook-
out for the Seniors. (Even if you don't like be-
ing a “Senior Saint”, you will love this event.
We always have a really good time. The Ne-
sons and Johnsons will furnish the hotdogs
and hamburgers and maybe (if we are lucky
some of Don’s fish). We ask that if your name
begins with the letters A-L Please bring a main
dish or salads. If your name begins with M-Z
please bring a dessert or appetizer. Singles
can bring soda or donate for the paper goods,
Questions see Juanita or Brenda.

@@@@ YOOYYYYYYYYY kg

TRCC Fundraiser
w @9
Lj? Like baseball? Want to help the youth @@

k? group this summer? Buy tickets to the &

j Rock Cats game for June 25th! Only j
% $8.00 a ticket! Sign up sheets on the &)
@9 foyer table. Questions: Brady Easter @3)

YOYYYYYYYYYYYYYYY

WEEKLY RECORD 5/23/2010

Bible Class 187
Morning Worship 297
Evening Worship 90
Wednesday Evening 110

Offering to God $8,685.49

Well, our "boys" on the softball team did
it againll After trailing 2 - 9 early in the
7-inning game they recaptured the mo-
mentum fo surge to a 13 -11 winl A more
focused and resolute defense plus a se-
ries of timely singles, doubles, triples,
and home runs allowed the team to maxi-
mize RBIs and control the momentum dy-
namic. An "inside the park homerun" by
Duane Kennedy plus a two run over the
fence blast by Daniel Morbitzer (making
a cameo appearance for the evening from
South Carolina) provided ESPN Top Ten
footage. = Consider being part of the
fireworks and excitement for our next
game on Friday, June 4th at 6:00 pm at
Keeney Field in Manchester. Schedules

are in the rack near the Fellowship Hall

entrance, or see Dave Stewart.

THOSE WHO SERVE TODAY

Song Leader—Phil Stice

Elder’'s Prayer—Charlie Brown

Communion Scripture—Luke 23:39-54

Lord’s Table

Offering

Scripture—Mike McHugh

Sermon “ Heroes” Anthony Melakian. Speaker
Scripture Acts 5:17-33

Announcements- Anthony Melakian
Closing Prayer— Robert Klein

Children’s Bible Time —Becky C./Casey C.
Toddler’s Bible Time— Charmaine D./Megan B.
Evening Lesson: . No service Communion
served at building @6:00PM

S S S —

NEWS AND NOTES

Congratulations to Amanda and Luis Cadiz on
the birth of Samuel Luis on Wednesday. He
weighted 6 Ibs and 13o0zs. Both mother &
baby are doing just fine.

Today is the Memorial Day Picnic. We will be
happy to have you join us.

Rolande Chevalier's, son Mark and wife Paula,
had a house fire on Thursday and as of this
writing the extent of the damage is not known.
Please keep them and their children in your
prayers.

Tina Chase has asked for special prayers for
her son Julio Angel Villafane who has been
missing for several months. The family is very
concerned! Julio is also Wandely Nelson’s
brother.

Please take note that Fellowship Groups for
the month of June was moved up to the sec-
ond Sunday of the month due to Fathers Day
on the third Sunday. Also if you have any ques-
tions concerning the Singles Retreat see Dee
Johnston.

We extend our sympathy to Don and Audrey

Gipson, Don’s mother passed away on Friday
and the Gipsons left for Missouri on Friday.

ANTHONY'S CORNER

Each day, we are called upon to make all kinds of
decisions. The magnitude of these decisions ranges
from the trivial to the important. Every once in a
while, we are called upon to make a choice which
would involve some far-reaching and profound impli-
cations. There are decisions for which we have much
time to choose the way we will go; other situations do
not allow us such a luxury. There are choices we
make in life that may only require us to distinguish
that which is good from that which is better. Other
decisions may be of greater importance and require
us to really know what is right from that which is
wrong. It is not always as easy as we would like to
think to distinguish right from wrong. In Hebrews 5,
the writer reminds us that “solid (spiritual) food is for
the mature, who because of practice have their
senses trained to discern good and evil” (verse 14).
Obviously, the ability to know right from wrong does
not come naturally. The afore-mentioned verse uses
words like “practice” and “trained” in order to get
across to us the message that the ability to really
know right from wrong does not come automatically.
A wise old man was once asked from where he had
obtained the ability to make good choices. “Bad
choices” was the answer he gave his questioner. I am
certainly not advocating or excusing the bad choices
we make at times. But the truth is that there is not one
of us who has learned to walk who has not at times,
taken an occasional tumble. First of all, we are to be
grateful to God who through the sacrifice of His only
begotten, sinless Son Jesus has paid our sin account
in full. Secondly, we must refuse to cheapen this in-
credible level of grace extended to us as we ask God
each day to sharpen our spiritual sensitivity to the
point where we may better discern what is right from
that which is wrong and displeasing in His sight.

]
! Special request of all members:

: If you have photos of church members or

i church activities over the last 48 years,

i please bring them to Janet or Phil Stice at
: church, or send them electronically to

i bcstice@cox.net. They will be scanned and
i returned to you, and then later used for a

]

]

50t anniversary presentation.



mailto:pcstice@cox.net

