Brady’s “Squared-Off-Edge-of-the-Paper
Winded

I hated conditioning. And no I'm not talking about the kind that makes your hair oh so silky soft.
I'm talking about the get in shape for the season kind. At the end of every practice I had growing up, re-
gardless of what sport it was, the team always had to go through a regiment of sprints and/or long dis-
tance running. It was awful. Sweet Sixteens. Suicides. Fourth Quarters. Burnouts. Ladders. All that stuff.
It's like coaches would get up early in the morning just to invent new ways to light my lungs on fire and
turn my legs to jelly.

Ever feel like you're having to run conditioning in life? At the end of the day, when you feel like
you've worked and fought really hard, all the sudden it seems as though life says, "Alright, get on the line.
It's time for some ladders." And the only thing you're thinking at this point is, "My lungs are fighting for a
breath. My legs don't feel like they can take another step. And I have to do THIS now?" How are we sup-
posed to make it through moments like that? What is supposed to push us through?

Matthew describes this amazing moment in his gospel when Jesus is on trial. He's standing before
the high priest and He's had witness after witness come forward and lie about His holy life. He's been be-
trayed by His friends. He's been arrested. He's been beaten. He has a crowd of people ready to kill Him.
And He knows that it is far from over. And at one moment He has the high priest get right up in His face
and ask what the priest thinks will be the question that Jesus breaks under. "Are you the Christ, the Son
of God?"

It's at this moment that I think we find ourselves. We're beaten. We're tired. We feel like every-
one has left us. And then somehow, what everyone thinks will be the final blow is delivered. So how did
Jesus respond?

"I say to all of you: In the future you will see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of the
Mighty One and coming on the clouds of heaven." (Matt. 26:64)

The reason that I had to run all those sprints, the reason that I exhausted my body, was because I
was getting ready for victory. Every step that I took, every push that I made was for the soul purpose of
coming out of a battle as the winner. When Jesus was faced with the most difficult part of His life, He
knew what it was for. He knew where He was aiming. And with His sights locked into His victory, He
was able to power through. So where are your sights set?

Sermon Notes: “l Promise God and You! Series Lesson #1

Scripture Reading Today: Genesis 2:18-25.

I. What does Jesus Christ have to say about this topic today?

A. He thought that Marriage is H G . Why?

1. He knew God had a H view of marriage.

2. He saw in marriage the potential to M His own selfless love for the Church.
B. Notice What Jesus said in Matthew 19:11f.
1. Marriage is not for E

2. Marriage is hereto S . (Matt 24:36-39)
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Good Morning!

We want to welcome you this morning! On be-

half of the congregation we want to wish all our mothers
a Happy Mother’s Day!

Last Sunday in the bulletin | mentioned that the

Bible is our creed. The Psalmist wrote, “Your word is a
lamp to my feet and a light for my path.” (Ps 119:105).
We noticed that the Bible is Inspired and The Bible is
Perfect and Complete. Consider also:

1.

The Bible, Being Complete, Meets the Needs Of The
Whole World. “God’s divine power has given us
everything we need for life and godliness through
our knowledge of him who called us, by his own
glory and goodness.” (2 Peter 1:3). There is no
class or culture of people anywhere to whom the
message of the Bible is not relevant, applicable,
and suitable today. The Bible is perfectly suited and
adapted to mankind the world over. Christ commis-
sioned that its message be preached to “every crea-
ture” in “all nations.” (Mk 16:15f; Mt 28:18-20).

The Bible Will Be Our Standard Of Judgment. Jesus
said, He that rejects me, and receives not my
words, has one that judges him; the word that |
have spoken, the same shall judge him in the last
day.” (Jn 12:48). If our final test is going to be over
what Jesus taught in his word, the Bible, then by
that text we should live and be governed while we
live on earth.
The Bible will always be relevant and alive!!

May 9th
May 11th
May 15th

May 16th
May 18th
May 19th

May 30th

May 15th

June 11,12

Today is Mothers Day

Men’s Softball Game @6:00PM
Senior Saints Breakfast @
building@8:00

Fellowship Groups

Men’s Softball Game @6:00PM
Farwell to Daniel Morbitzer
after evening lesson.

Memorial Day Pichic @NW Park

AREA EVENTS*

Ladies Day @Garretson Road
C. of C. Bridgewater, N.J.
Men’s Retreat at Kent, Ct

* See the bulletin board for more information

If you are visiting with us today,
you are our special guest. We
ask that you fill out the PRAYER
REQUEST CARD in the packet you
received as you entered and
please drop it in the collection
plate. We hope that you are en-
couraged and grow closer to God
as a result of being here today.

Sunday:
Bible Class:  9:00 a.m.
Worship: 10:00 a.m. & 6:00 p.m.*

Wednesday: Bible Classes: 7:00 p.m.
*Small groups at homes 3rd Sunday eve.
Staff:

Arnie Holmes Pulpit Minister
860.643.8540 arnierae@cox.net
Anthony Melakian Outreach Minister
860.432.8366 melakian@cox.net
Brady Easter Youth Minister
860.818.9553 BeasterO5@cox.net

Pat Mosher, Church Secretary
860.646.2903 Mancchrist@aol.com

Charlie Brown—860-267-4289
Email: CWMCbrown@sbcglobal.net
George Caruthers—860-644-2762
Email:gecaruthers@cox.net

Robert Jarvis—860-647-0069
Email:bgjarvisd6@aol.com

Toimi Martikainen—860-647-8611
Email: toimi@sbcglobal.net

Peter Scanlon—860-643-0889
Email:scanpaudash@yahoo.com
Scott Stafford—860-643-6799
Email: sas1377@aol.com




PRAYER LIST

Our Manchester Family
Becky Todd (waiting for heart trans-
plant). Hailey Melakian is in the hospital.
Harriet Bronson (Pneumonia).
Those expecting soon (Amanda, Kim,
and Heather).

Our Family & Friends

Trudy Wright- Marsha’s mother
Don Bennett - Northside Minister
Daniel Gipson-Don’s son, Hortense
Parks is home recovering and doing

great. Chris Kelley—Jean’s son (cancer)
Ethan, Shannon McKay’'s friends son-

cancer)
Paula Freeman’s mother fell and hospi-

talized.

Those Traveling
Mike Paden (FL)

Those looking for employment:
Richard Chang.

Another addition to our graduates: Anthony
Robinson is also graduating from High
School and going on to college in Indiana.

Derrick & Jharna Bairagee

Cordially invite you to our House Warming
Celebration
May 29, 2010  1:00-5:00 PM-open house
74 Avondale Road Manchester, CT
Please respond by May 22, 2010

860-670-2237

Gift cards will be appreci-
ated from

Home Depot

Sears

Bob’s Discount Furniture
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%g TRCC Fundraiser é%g
@’7 Like baseball? Want to help the youth @’9
(@ group this summer? Buy tickets to the &
7 Rock Cats game for June 25th! Only j
% $8.00 a ticket! Sign up sheets on the &)
@,} foyer table. Questions: Brady Easter @;
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WEEKLY RECORD 5/2/2010

Bible Class 196
Morning Worship 315
Evening Worship 105
Wednesday Evening 116

Offering to God $10,992.23
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A Mother’s Love

A mother’s love is something
That no one can explain,
It is made of deep devotion
And of sacrifice and pain.

It is endless and unselfish
And enduring come what may
For nothing can destroy it
Or take that love away.

It is patient and forgiving
When all others are forsaking,
And it never fails or falters
Even though the heart is breaking.
It believes beyond believing
When the world around condemns,
And it glows with all the beauty
Of the rarest, brightest gems.
It is far beyond defining,

It defies all explanation,
And it still remains a secret
Like the mysteries of creation.
A many-splendored miracle
Man cannot understand
And another wondrous evidence
Of God’s tender guiding hand.

Helen Steiner Rice
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THOSE WHO SERVE TODAY

i

I Song Leader—Andre McMillian

: Prayer—Eugene Brewer

i Communion Thought—Mike Paden

i Lord’s Table

: Offering

i Scripture—Dave Michaels Jr.

i Sermon “lI Promise God and You” Series #1
I Scripture Genesis 2:18-25

: Announcements- Arnie Holmes

i Closing Prayer— Eric Foley

I Children’s Bible Time —Gail & Ashley H.

: Toddler’s Bible Time— Melissa M/Aletrice B
i Evening Lesson:. “Worship”

i

NEWS AND NOTES

Congratulations to Amelie (Amy) Gannutz . She
was baptized on Wednesday Evening by Scott
Stafford. We are so happy for you.

Dick Courtney will be taking pictures of the
new members today. This will be for the up-
date of our directory. If you have placed mem-
bership with us in the last 4 months please
plan to take a moment and see Dick. He will
be in the first classroom on the right in the
adult wing.

Shannon McKay is looking for volunteers for
the grandparents play group on Saturday the
15th of May at 10:00. The address is 1824
Manchester Road, Buckingham Estates, Glas-
tonbury.

We are sure that the 28 ladies of this congre-
gation who attended the Area Ladies' Day last
Saturday would agree that it was time well
spent. Itis good to see the interest and partici-
pation with other congregations

ANTHONY'S CORNER

Throughout the ordeal endured by Jesus on the
cross as He hung there in order to pay for the sins of
the world, the gospel writers focus on various things
that were done & said at that scene, things that
stand out in our minds and hearts. Among these was
the fact that in a situation where one might be ex-
cused for focusing on one’s own pain & misery, Jesus
still was able & willing to effectively minister to oth-
ers. We know that He was serving all of us as He paid
the price for our sins, but that to which I refer has to
do with the way in which He was able to minister in a
personal way to the mother who would not desert or
be ashamed of her Son, even as He was dying a
death meant for a criminal. As the whole ugly scene
transpires, a scene that illustrates the true horror of
sin, Jesus spots a few friendly faces among those
who were hateful toward Him. As He spots His
mother standing near the apostle John, Jesus says to
her, “Woman, behold your son”. He then says to
John, “Behold, your mother” (John 19:25-27). Then
the only gospel writer to record these words from Je-
sus obediently does as requested by taking Mary into
his household from that very hour. On a day set aside
in our society to honor our mothers, it is noteworthy
to be reminded of how Jesus failed to neglect the
commandment to honor one’s father & mother even
while suffering in a way we cannot begin to compre-
hend. Though the pain He suffered could not be ig-
nored, Jesus was somehow able to show honor to His
mother in spite of His own agony by making sure that
she would be cared for in His physical absence. Just
something for us to keep in mind on this Mother’s
Day 2010 as Jesus, even from the cross, demon-
strates an example of what it really means to honor
our parents.

Our very own MCC men's softball team has done a
totally awesome job so far this season winning the
first 3 games 13-9, 10-9, and 25-24! The key has
been consistently good defense and great of-
fense. The first victory was fueled by a solo home run
SHOT over the right-center fence by Brady Easter and
another homer by Daniel Morbitzer. The third victory
belonged to Daniel Morbitzer (along with an out-
standing and disciplined effort by the entire team) who
hit a three-run homer over the left field fence in the
bottom of the 7th inning to propel his team from a 22-
24 deficit to a 25-24 win! Our own outreach minister,
Tony "The Tiger" Melakian was the winning pitcher in
all three games, aided by a super pitching perform-
ance in game three by Pete Scanlon. Come check out
the next game on Tuesday, May 11th at 6:00 pm at
Keeney Field (aka Joseph J. Sylvester Field) at 179
Keeney Street in Manchester. Extra schedules can be
found in the tract rack near the fellowship hall, or see
Dave Stewart.




